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IN SUMMARY

This article outlines the main features of the regulation of competition in Egypt and sheds 
light on developments in competition law during 202S and up to the date of writing– It also 
highlights the role of the Egyptian Competition Authority )ECA5 and the recent guidelines it 
has issued– This article also details some aspects of international cooperation in respect of 
enforcement of competition law and the growing role of the Common Market for Eastern 
and Oouthern Africa )C•MEOA5–

DISCUSSION POINTS

N Begal framework for competition in Egypt

N ECAxs role inenforcement of competition law

N Dew merger control regime in practice

N Competition law principles estaLlished Ly courts and the ECA

N ECAxs advocacy initiatives

REFERENCED IN THIS ARTICLE

N Egyptian Competition Baw as amended in 2022

N Prime Ministerxs 1ecree Do– 3z36 of 2004 as amended in 202S

N C•MEOA Competition Regulations

INTRODUCTION

The Egyptian Competition Baw )ECB5 was enacted Ly Baw Do–  z of  2004–  The ECB 
regulates competition in Egypt and contains rules governing hori8ontal agreements, vertical 
restraints, acts constituting aLuse of dominance and a post-merger noti.cation regime– 
It is complemented and further ebplained Ly the Ebecutive Regulations issued Ly Prime 
Ministerxs 1ecree Do– 3z36 of 2004 )ER5–

The ECB was amended in 2009,[1] 203S[2] and 203j–[3] It was amended once more in 2022 to 
introduce a pre-merger control regime–[4]

SCOPE OF APPLICATION

The ECB applies to violations committed in Egypt– In addition, the ECB applies to any act 
committed aLroad that constitutes a crime that leads to restricting or harming competition 
in Egypt–[5] These acts include agreements and contracts concluded aLroad–[6]

Persons within the de.nition of the ECB are natural and quridical persons, economic entities, 
unions, .nancial groups and different groups of persons regardless of the methods of their 
estaLlishment, nationality or the headFuarters of their activities–[7] The ER also considers 
related parties as a single person– It de.nes related parties as two or more persons with 
separate legal personalities, one of which directly or indirectly owns most of the shares 
of the other, or are owned Ly a single person– A person is also considered to Le a related 
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party when they are suLqect to effective control of another with regard to management or 
decision-making–[8]

Considering related parties as the same person in the application of the ECB has several 
conseFuences– Uor ebample, it negates considering related parties as competitors in 
hori8ontal relationships– Thus, for instance, agreements Letween two entities that are fully 
owned Ly the same parent company to .b the prices of their products and services will not 
Le considered as a cartel–

EGYPTIAN COMPETITION AUTHORITY

The Egyptian Competition Authority )ECA5 is the main regulatory Lody for competition in 
Egypt– It is aVliated with the Prime Minister– The ECA is managed Ly a Loard of directors 
)(o15, whose memLers are appointed Ly the Prime Minister–[9]

ENFORCEMENT OF THE EGYPTIAN COMPETITION LAW

Generally, the ECA receives and investigates complaints of Lreaches of the ECB– The ECAxs 
weLsite provides the information reFuired to Le included in a complaint–[10]

The ECA also commences investigations on its own initiative– This occurs more freFuently 
in markets that the ECA considers a priority and vital to the economy, which includes 
healthcare, food, e-commerce and commodities–[11]

:nder article 33 of the ECB and article z9 of the ER, the ECA may reFuest any document and 
information from persons under investigation– In this regard, ECA employees are empowered 
with the authority of a police investigation, to visit the governmental and non-governmental 
entities investigated and to inspect Looks and documents–[12]

The ECAxs personnel may carry out unannounced dawn raids on the respective entitiesx 
premises if an infringement of the ECB is suspected– 1uring dawn raids, the ECA may make 
copies of documents, sei8e original documents and take digital and forensic images of the 
evidence–[13]

The ECAxs (o1 is empowered to issue temporary cease-and-desist orders to suspend any 
act that would lead to grave harm to competition or to consumers that cannot Le avoided–[14] 
It is issued for a certain period, and it is common practice that the ECA would ebtend this 
period– The order can Le challenged Lefore the competent administrative court– Recently, the 
ECA issued a cease-and-desist order in relation to tying practices in the telecommunications 
sector and Lid-rigging cartels in the advertising sector–[15]

Uurthermore, upon the .nding of a violation of the ECB, the ECA oLliges the violating party 
to .b this Lreach and comply with the provisions of the ECB immediately or within a certain 
amount of time–[16]

;iolations of the ECB can only Le referred to the puLlic prosecutor upon written reFuest of the 
ECA– Thus, the puLlic prosecutor cannot .le a criminal lawsuit unless the ECA so reFuests–[17]

MARKET DEFINITION

:nder the ECB, the de.nition of the relevant market is composed of two elementsH the 
relevant product )good or service5 and the relevant geographical area–[18]

Relevant products are those that are effective suLstitutes from the consumerxs point of view– 
The main illustrative criteria to consider one product as a suLstitute for another are the 
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similarity in the speci.cations or usages of those products and the likelihood that consumers 
would switch from one product to another for changes in price or any other competitive 
factors–[19] A secondary criterion is whether the sellers make their Lusiness decisions Lased 
on the switching of consumers from the product due to change in the price or any other 
competitive factors–

The geographical scope is the area where competitive conditions are homogenous, taking 
into consideration potential competitive opportunities–[20] :nder article 6 of the ER, two 
criteria are taken into considerationH

N the aLility of the Luyer to move from the relevant geographical area to another in Egypt 
or aLroad as a result of change of prices or other competitive circumstances‘ and

N the aLility of the seller in Egypt or aLroad to move to the relevant geographical area 
as a result of change of prices or other competitive circumstances–

Certain factors must Le taken into consideration to evaluate the aLility of the Luyers and 
sellersH

N transportation cost )including consumed time and insurance fees5‘ and

N customs and other non-custom restraints–

Recent Developments

The ECA issued its Guidelines on the 1e.nition of the Relevant Market in 202S, clarifying 
that de.ning the relevant market is the .rst and the most fundamental step in assessing the 
ebistence of competition violation–[21]

Moreover, for the relevant product market, the guidelines recommend focusing on the degree 
of suLstitutaLility of a product or service with other products or services from the consumerxs 
perspective–[22] Uor instance, in 2022, the ECA relied on the suLstitutaLility degree in its 
investigations in the case of the Uood 1elivery Platforms, as it concluded that collective 
food ordering services platforms are considered a distinct market from individual restaurant 
platforms–[23]

As for the geographical scope, it  considers areas ebposed to the same competitive 
conditions, such as prices, costs and the rate of switching to geographical alternatives–[24]

In this regard, while ebamining a complaint against a company operating in the petroleum 
sector,  the ECAxs de.nition for the relevant market relied on consumer accessiLility, 
concluding that the relevant area includes stations within 60 minutes in remote areas and 
z0 minutes in urLan areas from the station under review–[25] This determination was Lased 
on the characteristics of the product and the ease of consumer movement, highlighting that 
geographical market de.nition depends on practical travel distances from the consumerxs 
perspective–[26]

The Guidelines stress the importance of considering Loth Fuantitative and Fualitative data, 
with particular emphasis on actual market Lehaviour rather than qust theoretical analysis–[27] 
It also makes it clear that market de.nition is not an end in itself Lut a tool for assessing 
market power and the competitive potential effects of conduct under investigation–[28]

In line with the international trend, the Guidelines shed light on aftermarkets, multi-sided 
markets and network effects whether in digital or other markets, such as shopping centres, 
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qournals and Lank card markets–[29] Prior to the issuance of these Guidelines, the ECAxs 
practice demonstrated its awareness with these concepts when it analysed different digital 
markets in two separate cases and applied them in its approach towards the de.nition of 
these markets–[30]

In conclusion, the guidelines emphasise that the relevant market should Le de.ned on a 
case-Ly-case Lasis, depending on the nature of the products and conduct under review, with 
a continuous need to reassess the availaLle data–[31] These Guidelines aim to serve as a tool 
ensuring the proper application of competition law and to promote a fair market environment 
in Egypt–[32]

PROHIBITED HORIZONTAL AGREEMENTS

Article 6 of the ECB prohiLits agreements Letween competitors in a relevant market if 
it may lead to increasing, decreasing or .bing of the prices of the products, or leads to 
market division or allocation on the Lasis of geographical areas, distriLution centres, types of 
customers, types of products, market shares or time periods–[33] ProhiLited acts under article 
6 also include coordinating with regard to participating in tenders, auctions and negotiations, 
and restricting manufacturing, production, distriLution or market operations or limiting the 
distriLution of products in terms of their kind, volume or applying restrictions for a productxs 
availaLility–[34] 7ori8ontal agreements are considered as restrictions per se that do not reFuire 
any proof of harm to competition from the ECA–

In 203S, the ECB introduced a pre-ebemption system of hori8ontal agreements in the event 
that an agreement aims to achieve economic eVciency Ly creating economic Lene.ts 
to consumers that outweigh the effects of restriction of competition )eg, cooperating 
in research and development, reducing prices or saving costs5–[35] The reFuest must Le 
suLmitted Ly the concerned parties to the ECA–[36] •nce approved, the ebemption is valid 
for a mabimum period of two years and may Le renewed upon a reFuest suLmitted to the 
ECA 60 days in advance of the lapse of the ebemption period–[37]

Recent Developments

The ECA referred 362 poultry companies and the General Poultry Producers :nion for 
criminal prosecution in UeLruary 2024 over illegal price-.bing agreements on Lroiler chicken 
sales, which led to in/ated prices and harmed market competition–[38] The ECAxs investigation 
found daily coordination of prices and ebchange of sensitive information, violating article 
6)a5 of the ECB–[39]

In another case, the ECA found .ve marketing and advertising companies involved in Lid 
rigging–[40] The ECA ordered an immediate stop to such agreements and warned all sector 
memLers to comply with the law, stressing that Lid rigging harms market competition and 
puLlic interest–[41]

DotaLly, so far in 2024, the ECA has issued several guidelines regarding the ebchange of 
information Letween competing parties, marking part of the enforcement priorities of the 
ECA under article 6 of the ECB–

The .rst set of guidelines concern the ebchange of sensitive information ’ in general ’ 
Letween competitors, clarifying that sharing non-puLlic data such as prices, sales volumes 
or strategic plans violates article 6 of the ECB–[42]
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These guidelines highlight key factors that determine the sensitivity of information )eg, type, 
con.dentiality, level of detail and timing5 and emphasise that such ebchanges may lead to 
price-.bing or market coordination, particularly in concentrated markets–[43]

Uurthermore, the ECA has issued detailed guidelines on the ebchange and circulation of 
information Letween competing parties during the due diligence phase of mergers and 
acFuisitions–[44] The ECA designed these guidelines to ensure compliance with article 6 of 
the ECB, prohiLiting cartels–[45]

The ECA highlighted that the ebchange of certain types of information ’ namely, sensitive 
information ’ can signi.cantly reduce uncertainty in the market and potentially facilitate 
anticompetitive practices such as price-.bing, market allocation or Lid rigging–[46]

Oensitive information is de.ned as data that, if shared Letween competitors, may in/uence 
their future market Lehaviour and thus undermine competition–[47] This includes, Lut is not 
limited to, information relating to prices, costs, production volumes, Lusiness strategies or 
client dataLases–[48]

Accordingly, the ECA has alerted stakeholders that even in the contebt of legitimate due 
diligence, ebchange of such information can lead to violations of article 6 of the ECB if not 
properly managed–[49] To mitigate these risks, the ECA recommends several compliance 
measures, such as setting up con.dentiality agreements, restricting access to sensitive data, 
and using Jclean teamsx[50] or third parties to handle information–[51]

These precautions help ensure that competitive independence Letween the parties is 
maintained during the transaction process–[52]

VERTICAL RESTRAINTS

The ECB prohiLits agreements and contracts concluded Letween a person, whether a natural 
or legal person, and any of its suppliers or clients, which may negatively restrict competition–-
[53] It follow from article ' that the legislator meant to consider the prohiLition of restrictive 
vertical agreement is a rule of reason and not a violation per se–

Although vertical restraints are not ebhaustively de.ned in the ECB, article 32 of the ER 
states that the ECA assesses each case individually to determine whether the agreement 
in Fuestion constitutes a vertical restraint that limits competition–[54] This article outlines the 
criteria the ECA uses to evaluate the impact of an agreement Ly ebamining the following 
factorsH

N whether the agreement affects freedom of competition in the market‘

N whether the agreement Lene.ts consumers‘ and

N considerations relating to maintaining the Fuality and safety of the product in a 
manner that does not harm competition–

Recent Developments

In 202S, as part of its enforcement priorities, the ECA issued guidelines to clarify its approach 
to assessing vertical agreements under article ' of the ECB–[55]

In line with international practice, the guidelines emphasise that certain relationships, such 
as agency relationships, are generally ebcluded from the scrutiny of article ' due to the lack 

Egypt: updated legislation aligns merger control regime
with international standards Ebplore on GCR

https://globalcompetitionreview.com/review/europe-middle-east-and-africa-antitrust-review/2026/article/egypt-updated-legislation-aligns-merger-control-regime-international-standards?utm_source=GCR&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=Europe%2C+Middle+East+and+Africa+Antitrust+Review+2026


 RETURN TO SUMMARY

of independence Letween the parties involved )so long as the principal Lears Loth the legal 
and commercial risks5–[56]

To determine whether a vertical agreement restricts competition, the ECA ebamines the 
nature of the agreement, including the type and duration of restrictions and the market share 
involved–[57] Degative effects of such agreements can include reduced market entry, limited 
consumer choice, higher prices and decreased product Fuality–[58]

Particularly harmful vertical agreements identi.ed Ly the ECA )often called hardcore 
restraints5 includeH

N resale price maintenance ).bed or minimum resale prices5 ’ however, mabimum or 
recommended resale prices are generally permissiLle unless enforced with penalties 
or incentives that make them effectively Linding‘[59]

N restriction on passive sales ’ conversely, restricting active sales may Le permitted 
under strict conditions to protect ebclusive distriLution investments‘[60] and

N most favoured nation )parity clauses5 ’ the ECA perceives that parity clauses 
harm competition Ly standardising resale prices across distriLutors, limiting price 
competition and potentially leading to higher consumer prices and market collusion–-
[61]

Additionally, the guidelines referred to other less severe practices that would also Le 
scrutinised Ly ECA, which are ebclusive dealings, non-compete clauses and single Lranding 
agreements–[62]

In applying article ', the ECA found that eight home appliances and electronics companies, 
along with several retailers, are engaging in illegal vertical agreements providing minimum 
resale prices and uni.ed retail prices–[63] ECA ordered the companies to amend their 
contracts and cease these practices–[64]

ABUSE OF DOMINANCE

At the outset, a dominant position is de.ned under article S of the ECB as the aLility of the 
person holding a share of more than 24 per cent of the relevant market to make an effective 
impact on the prices or the volume of supplied products without its competitor Leing aLle 
to limit this power–[65]

(oth conditions )the market share and aLility to affect prices or volumes5 must Le present 
for the ebistence of dominance–[66] Additionally, article 9 of the ER further ebplains the factors 
that the ECA considers when deciding if a person has an effective impact on a product or 
service in a market without competitors having the aLility to limit such impact–[67] Those 
factors areH

N the personxs share in the market in comparison to other competitors‘

N the personxs Lehaviour in the market prior to acFuiring such impact‘

N the numLer of competitors and their effect on the market‘

N the aLility of the person as well  as competitors in reaching raw material and 
distriLution channels‘ and

N the effect of legal constraints upon ebisting or new competitors to enter or ebpand in 
the market–
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DotaLly, the ECB does not prohiLit having a dominant position– 7owever, a person holding a 
dominant position in a relevant market is prohiLited from certain undertakings that are listed 
ebhaustively–[68]

In this regard, article 9 of the ECB stipulated that a person holding a dominant position in a 
relevant market is prohiLited from carrying out several acts–

The ECA and some court qudgments indicate that certain actions are classi.ed as per se 
violations under the ECB, meaning that if a person holds a dominant position and engages 
in any of these actions, they are deemed to have Lreached the law without the need to 
demonstrate actual harm– •ther actions are considered rule of reason crimes, where the 
ECA must conduct a detailed assessment to estaLlish whether the actions of the individual 
or entity have caused harm to competition–

Accordingly, the prohiLited forms of aLuse of dominance under article 9 of the ECB and 3z 
of the ER are as followsH

N refusal to supply rule of reason‘

N refusing to deal rule of reason‘

N ebclusive dealings per se‘

N tying practices per se‘

N discrimination practices rule of reason‘

N refusal to supply scarce products per se‘

N dictating that persons dealing with utilities or services would not permit a competing 
person to have access to them, despite this Leing economically viaLle‘ these utilities 
must Le indispensaLle to the competitors to Le aLle to enter or stay in the market rule 
of reason‘

N predatory pricing through selling products Lelow their marginal cost or average 
variaLle cost rule of reason‘ and

N oLliging a supplier not to deal with a competitor rule of reason–

Recent Developments

In 202z, the ECA issued guidelines to clarify its approach towards the assessment of 
dominance in relevant markets, aligning with international practices–[69]

According to these guidelines, ECA considers several factors to determine whether a 
company is dominant, including the si8e and structure of the market‘ the market shares of the 
undertaking in Fuestion relative to its competitors‘ Larriers to entry and ebpansion‘ access 
to essential inputs or infrastructure‘ Luyer power‘ and the duration of market power–[70]

The guidelines ebplain that a high market share may Le indicative of dominance Lut is 
not conclusive–[71] •ther factors, such as the aLsence of effective competition, customer 
dependence or strategic advantages, such as economies of scale and scope, are eFually 
important–[72]

The ECA emphasises that its assessment follows a case-Ly-case approach and incorporates 
Loth structural analysis )eg, market share and concentration5 and Lehavioural assessment 
)eg, intent and effect of the investigated conduct5–[73]
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In 202S, the ECA concluded that two state-owned companies violated article 9 of the ECB Ly 
aLusing their dominant position in the Litumen '0K60 market through illegal tying practices, 
forcing customers to Luy additional products–[74]

Moreover, the ECA emphasised that competition laws apply eFually to all entities ’ puLlic 
or private ’ and highlighted ongoing efforts to raise awareness and promote compliance 
through guidelines and collaLoration with relevant ministries–[75]

MERGER CONTROL REGIME

•n 2j 1ecemLer 2022, Egypt enacted the countryxs .rst pre-closing merger control regime, 
Ly the issuance of the Baw Do– 3'4 of 2022–[76] Uurthermore, the amended Ebecutive 
Regulations, outlining the .ling procedures, were issued on S April 202S, through Ministerial 
1ecree Do– 3320 of 202S–[77]

The Egyptian merger control regime )the Regime5 came into force on 3 Zune 202S–[78] 
The Regime applies to Jeconomic concentrationsx, encompassing mergers, acFuisitions and 
full-function qoint ventures–[79]

Moreover, noti.cation is mandatory if a transaction ebceeds a speci.c .nancial threshold set 
Ly the ECB, and such a transaction cannot Le .nalised without oLtaining prior approval from 
the ECA–[80] This thresholds are as followsH[81]

N 1omestic thresholdH The comLined annual turnover or the value of the comLined 
assets of all the concerned persons in Egypt is more than j00 million Egyptian pounds 
for the latest year of the last audited consolidated .nancial statements– Each of at 
least two of the concerned persons must have an annual turnover in Egypt of more 
than 200 million Egyptian pounds in the latest year of the last audited consolidated 
.nancial statements–

N International thresholdH The worldwide comLined annual turnover or the value of the 
comLined assets of all the parties concerned is more than '–4 Lillion Egyptian pounds 
from the latest year in the last audited consolidated .nancial statements– At least one 
of the concerned persons must have an annual turnover in Egypt of more than 200 
million Egyptian pounds from the latest year in the last audited consolidated .nancial 
statements–

Uurthermore, in an infographic issued Ly the ECA ebplaining the Regime, the ECA highlighted 
that the transactions meeting the international threshold should have a local nebus )ie, the 
annual turnover of the target person in Egypt shall ebceed the said 200 million Egyptian 
pounds, which aligns with the domestic threshold5–[82]

Oome economic concentrations are suLqect to simpli.ed procedures under the ECB Lecause 
these economic concentrations are unlikely to lessen, restrict or harm competition, as they 
do not have a signi.cant impact on the market structure– These transactions includeH[83]

N if the parties concerned achieved Lut did not ebceed the local or international 
thresholds‘

N estaLlishing or  acFuiring a qoint  venture that  carries out an independent and 
permanent economic activity outside Egypt‘

N estaLlishing or  acFuiring a qoint  venture that  carries out an independent and 
permanent economic activity in markets that are neither hori8ontally nor vertically 
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related, nor otherwise connected to the markets in which the parties controlling the 
qoint venture operate‘

N conglomerate economic concentrations Letween parties operating in markets that 
are neither hori8ontally nor vertically related, nor otherwise connected to each other‘ 
and

N acFuiring sole control over one or more entities after previously ebercising qoint 
control with other parties–

:nder the ECB, merger review is divided into two stages– At the .rst stage, the ECA reviews 
the economic concentration reFuest within z0 Lusiness days–[84] If no decision is made within 
this time frame, the transaction is deemed automatically approved–[85]

Uurthermore, during the .rst stage, the ECA may make any of the following decisionsH[86]

N lack of qurisdiction‘

N closing the reFuest if  the parties withdraw from implementing the economic 
concentration‘

N conditional approvalH if the economic concentration Lecomes compliant with article 
3j-bis)L5 of the ECB after accepting the commitments and conditions proposed Ly 
the parties‘ and

N referral to the second stageH if the economic concentration raises concerns of 
restricting, limiting or harming competition–

In the second stage of review, and within 60 Lusiness days, the ECA may make any of the 
decisions referred to in the .rst stage– In addition, the authority has the right to reqect the 
reFuest if the economic concentration that would restrict, limit or harm competition–[87] In 
this case, the applicant has the right to appeal within z0 days of the date of the decision 
Leing issued–[88]

Additionally, the ECA may authorise the implementation of an economic concentration 
despite its anticompetitive effect upon the approval of the CaLinet of Ministers if the 
eVciencies of the transaction outweigh its anticompetitive effects–[89] •ther outcomes 
include the failing-.rm defence and protection of the national security–[90]

7owever, if the person operates within a sector regulated Ly the Egypt Uinancial Oupervisory 
Authority )URA5, the URA must Le noti.ed of any intended economic concentration prior to 
contract ebecution–[91] Uurthermore, the URA is reFuired to consult the ECA Lefore granting 
approval for the transaction–[92]

Recent Developments

To assist stakeholders in understanding the Regime, the ECA issued several documents 
including )35 an infographic ebplaining the Regime, )25 a list of Fuestions and answers, and 
)z5 other documents necessary for the .ling process, including the noti.cation form–[93]

In these documents, the ECA provided some clari.cations regarding some of the matters not 
tackled Ly the Regime‘[94] for ebampleH

N transactions concluded outside Egypt shall adhere to the noti.cation oLligations, as 
long as they ful.l the threshold set out in the Regime‘[95]
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N the ECA allows Jpre-noti.cation discussionsx with the parties involved in an economic 
concentration prior to the suLmission of the oVcial noti.cation .le, if there are any 
inFuiries‘[96] these discussions, however, do not have any legal effect‘ and[97]

N noti.cation forms are suLmitted through a hard copy and a digital copy at the ECAYs 
headFuarters )the weLsite option is still unavailaLle5–[98]

Almost one year since the Regimexs entry into force, over '0 transactions have Leen noti.ed 
to the ECA–[99] Moreover, it is evident that the vast maqority of the noti.cations received were 
unconditionally approved Ly the ECA–[100]

1espite the fact that the vast maqority of the approvals were unconditional, in 202S, the ECA 
issued its .rst conditional approval for an acFuisition made Ly the Oaudi Egyptian Investment 
Company )OEIC5 of up to S9–9 per cent in Oocial Impact Capital )OIC5–[101]

1ue to the hori8ontal overlap Letween OIECxs and OICxs related parties in the healthcare 
sector, the ECA decided to conditionally approve the transactions– These conditions mainly 
related toH

N Loard separation‘

N ensuring con.dentiality and prohiLiting ebchange of sensitive and competitive 
information‘

N holding separate meetings for decisions pertaining to the hori8ontally overlapping 
undertakings without the involvement of the other undertaking‘ and

N notifying the ECA of the transaction if OEIC or its related parties gained material 
in/uence over one of OICxs related parties involved in the healthcare sector–

EGYPTIAN COMPETITION AUTHORITY’S ADVOCACY ROLE

:nder the provisions of the ECB,[102] the ECA plays a key advocacy role in promoting and 
protecting competition in Egyptxs markets–

Uor instance, the ECA focuses on promoting awareness of competition practices Ly 
educating Lusinesses, professionals, government entities and young talents–[103]

Uurthermore, the ECA issued its guidelines for assessing the effects of the laws and 
regulations, which highlighted the ECAxs proactive advocacy role Ly promoting the integration 
of competition principles into the development and review of laws and regulations–[104] 
As noted in the guidelines, the ECA is focused on advising lawmakers and regulators on 
how laws and regulations might affect market competition, aiming to prevent unnecessary 
restrictions that could harm market dynamics or consumer welfare–[105]

Moreover,  alongside the CaLinet,  the ECA organised a voluntary peer review on the 
competition policies adopted in Egypt, aiming to enhance the competition environment in 
the country to Le aligned with the 20z0 ;ision adopted Ly Egypt–[106]

PENALTIES FOR ECL VIOLATIONS

The penalties provided in the ECB for violating article 6 )prohiLited hori8ontal agreements5, 
article ' )vertical restraints5, article 9 )aLuse of dominance5 and article 3j-bis)a5)g5)h5 )gun 
qumping5 are .nes of a criminal nature– Cases are referred Ly the puLlic prosecution to 
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the competent criminal court )currently the Economic Criminal Courts5– The ECB does not 
recognise administrative .nes–

The person responsiLle is generally the natural person committing the violation– 7owever, 
if that person was acting on Lehalf or for the Lene.t of a legal person, that legal person 
would Le qointly liaLle for payment of the .ne– In addition, the person responsiLle for the 
management of the legal person would also Le .ned for the violations committed in violation 
of the ECB, provided that it was aware of such violation and that its Lreach of its duties of 
management contriLuted to committing the violation–[107]

Moreover, the ECB provided that the penalties for competition violations are as followsH[108]

N 7ori8ontal agreementsH A .ne of no less than 2 per cent and no more than 32 per 
cent of the total revenue of the product in violation, calculated over the period of the 
violation– If it is not possiLle to determine the total revenue, the .ne shall Le no less 
than 400,000 Egyptian pounds and no more than 400 million Egyptian pounds–

N ;ertical restraints and aLuse of dominanceH A .ne of no less than 3 per cent and no 
more than 30 per cent of the total revenue of the product in violation, calculated over 
the period of the violation– If it is not possiLle to determine the total revenue, the .ne 
shall Le no less than 300,000 Egyptian pounds and no more than z00 million Egyptian 
pounds–

N Don-compliance with the Merger Control RegimeH A .ne of no less than 3 per cent and 
no more than 30 per cent of the highest among the total annual turnover, assets or 
transaction value of the persons involved in the economic concentration, according to 
the latest approved consolidated .nancial statements– If it is not possiLle to calculate 
this percentage, the .ne shall Le no less than z0 million Egyptian pounds and no more 
than 400 million Egyptian pounds–

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

According to article 33 of the ECB, the ECA has the power to coordinate with foreign 
competition authorities on matters of common interest, and to organise training and 
educational programmes aimed at creating awareness of competition regulations and free 
market principles in general–[109]

Recent years have shown the effective role of the ECA in international cooperation– The 
ECA has concluded many cooperation agreements and protocols with many countries, from 
different qurisdictions–[110]

Recently, the ECA participated in estaLlishing the AraL Competition Platform, along with the 
competition authorities of several AraL countries–[111]

ROLE OF THE COMMON MARKET FOR EASTERN AND SOUTHERN AFRICA

In 3jj9, Egypt qoined the Common Market for Eastern and Oouthern Africa )C•MEOA5–[112]

The C•MEOA Council of Ministers issued the C•MEOA Competition Regulations and the 
C•MEOA Competition Rules to regulate competition within the 23 memLer states– The 
C•MEOA Competition Regulations constitute a regional legal framework applicaLle only to 
transactions having cross-Lorder impact Letween memLer states–

The implementation and enforcement of the rules is mostly carried out Ly the C•MEOA 
Competition Commission, whose decisions are Linding on all memLer states–[113]
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The C•MEOA Competition Regulations provide for a merger control regime–[114]

A merger must Le noti.ed to the C•MEOA Competition Commission when Loth the acFuiring 
.rm and the target .rm )or any of them5 operate in two or more memLer states‘ and the 
threshold of comLined annual turnover or assets prescriLed Ly the Loard according to article 
2z)S5 of the C•MEOA Competition Regulations is ebceeded–[115]

In 203S, the C•MEOA Competition Commission puLlished the C•MEOA Merger Assessment 
Guidelines, with the primary oLqective of providing a detailed ebplanation and interpretation 
of  the C•MEOA Competition Regulations and to respond to inFuiries regarding the 
application of the merger control regime–[116]

Recent Developments

In early 202S, the C•MEOA Competition Commission proposed maqor amendments to 
its merger control regime, aiming to shift from a voluntary, non-suspensory system to a 
mandatory, suspensory one–[117]

Qey changes include mandatory pre-closing noti.cation, the introduction of a simpli.ed 
review process, new thresholds for digital markets, ebpanded puLlic interest considerations, 
formalised qoint venture reFuirements and market inFuiry powers–[118]

Although the draft of these amendments has already Leen made puLlicly availaLle,[119] the 
speci.c date on which they will oVcially come into effect has not yet Leen .nalised or 
announced–
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